Statement by the Canadian Council of Muslim Women made at Working Session 17, Thursday, 29 September 2005

Forward-looking discussion: Ways Forward for the OSCE’s Work on Tolerance and Non-Discrimination

Once again, the Canadian Council of Muslim Women is very pleased to be here. We thank the OSCE/ODIHR and the Tolerance and Non-Discrimination Programme to provide us with this opportunity to address this meeting.

Let us say that these are very difficult times for Muslim men, women and children. It is a time for deep introspection and questions about ourselves and our place in the broader societies we live in.  After July 7, 2005, we as Muslim mothers, sisters, wives and grandmothers are asking still more questions.

Muslim women have figured prominently in the media, in areas of conflict in many parts of the world, and as victims of injustice by many different segments of society. They become fair game for the media to exploit and increase their readership and ratings.
I am pleased to say that in Canada so far we lead relatively safe and peaceful lives. We enjoy all of the benefits of a free and open society and are protected by the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Unfortunately, despite these protections we have not been immune to hate motivated crimes, harassment and discrimination. Muslim women and their families have experienced an increased incidence of attacks on their person after specific events, such as the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the Madrid bombings and most recently the London bombings. Domestic and world events involving Muslims and Muslim women have a direct impact on us in a very real way.
Media coverage and response by political leaders to these events are often at the heart of the increase in these heinous incidents. As contributing members of the countries in which we live, we look to our political leaders and elected officials to demonstrate exemplary behaviours in their treatment of difficult issues involving Muslims and Muslim women. This means remaining calm and reassuring all parties of the leaders’ commitment to peace and security for all. It also means refraining from inflammatory rhetoric and hasty actions that create panic and insecurity in the general public among the communities most directly affected.

Recommendation

What our political leaders say and do sets the stage for how the society at large will react and respond to a particular incident or situation. To this end, we recommend that the OSCE undertake to implement specific measures that sensitize leaders to their role in managing and responding to situations that have the potential of inciting intolerance, hate and violence against any group. Thank you.

