                           In the name of God, The Merciful and Beneficient

Mr. Chairman, fellow speakers and honoured guests, I wish you all Peace (salaam / Shalom), and shall start today with the same words that Prophet Moses used, when he faced the Egyptian Pharaoh for the first time after he came back to free his people. This prayer, invoking the Lord to help the people understand what we want to convey, is always used before starting one's presentation.  "O My Lord! Give me the courage to speak,  ease my task for me, make my speech eloquent so that I can express myself clearly for the listeners to understand what I wish to convey" (Quran Chapter 20: verses 25 to 28).  

Today, in keeping with the Title of our Theme, I shall try to give you my own Muslim perspective.  So, I would now like to focus on the similarities of our three major Abrahamic Religions:  instead of calling it The Judeo-Christian ethics, I would like to refer to it as the Judeo-Christian-Islamic ethics.  I formed this idea about the “Judeo-Christian-Islamic ethics” because the followers of Moses and Jesus, the Jews and the Christians,  are referred to, in the Quran as  'People of the Book'. The Prophet set an example to be followed by all, in respecting other religions. 

Now for those of you, who are not familiar with the organization that I am representing, I shall tell you that "The  Canadian Council of Muslim Women" also known as CCMW, is a group of enthusiastic, believing, Muslim women,  who got together, back in 1982 and decided that they had to develop their Muslim identity, their Canadian Muslim identity, and make significant contributions to their Canadian Society and provide positive role models to their youth.  

It is a National, Pro-Faith Organization (contrary to what others may believe),  and has Chapters  across the country.  At the National level, the Board is advancing our vision and objectives. Nationwide, the Chapters operate at the local level needs.

Our principles, are guided by the Message of the Quran.  We focus on God's mercy, justice and equality of all persons, believe in diversity within the Canadian values,  abide by the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

Although we represent Muslim Women, we recognize the fact, that there are other organizations (Muslim & non-Muslim), that may have a different perspective than ours. We accept these differences and attempt to engage in open dialogue about their views and are inclusive of them.

Our objectives are to promote our Muslim identity, assist Muslim women to know their God-given rights, understand their responsibilities in Canadian Society, acknowledge and respect cultural differences and develop our common heritage.

We promote the universality of women's human rights, collaborate with Muslim and non-Muslim women & Government organizations, to achieve our common objectives. We strategize to counteract racism and family violence. Our greatest challenge is dealing with the media to counteract Muslim stereotyping.

Many publications from our conferences, reports and demographic studies are available on our website www.ccmw.com    Our most recent success, accomplished with great support, by a Coalition of over 50 Organizations, was lobbying the Ontario Govt. to remove all religious family laws from the Arbitration Act.  

Presently, we are engaged in the publication of a Comparative study on Muslim and Canadian family laws. This should help educate individuals and many organizations about the challenges families would have had to face, had the Act not been changed. 

The Quran says, “In matters of faith,  He has ordained for you that which He enjoined upon Noah, and unto which We gave thee insight through revelation – as well as that which We enjoined upon Abraham and Moses and Jesus, saying: steadfastly uphold the faith and do not break up your unity therein" (Chapter 42: verse 13)'.  So, belief in the Holy books (all the Commandments that God disclosed to His Apostles) is the basis of Muslim faith.  This includes the 5 books of Law (Torah), the Gospel of Jesus (Injeel), the Psalms (Zubur). 

God's Message “The Code of Life through Muhammad, came for all of mankind.  It engulfs all aspects, Moral, Spiritual, Scientific, Medicinal, Economic, as well as Government.  Many  verses could be quoted about this UNITY of Religion and Belief.

There are many historic references indicating the fact, that the Prophet set an example of interacting with the People of the Book,  as recorded by his companions and followers. These tells us that he used to attend their feasts, visit their sick, welcome and honour their delegations. 

Prophet Muhammad did business with the People of the Book, and had very good neighbourly ties with them. In fact, he emphasized these ties so much that once a companion, named Ibn Abbas, commented to his son saying "The Prophet makes a special recommendation of neighbours that one fears they might claim the right to inherit"  Ibn Abbas was the neighbour of a Jewish family. This illustrates Islam's refusal of differentiation between Muslims and non-Muslims.

The significance of free exercise of Religious Beliefs is realized by mentioning the act of the 2nd rightfully guided Calif, Omar Ibn Al-Khattab, who once made his presence at the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem. When  it was time for prayers (and I think everyone knows Muslims pray 5 times a day?), he did not pray there, lest people should take the place as a mosque and offend the people of Jerusalem.

The Quran explains that 'God has sent all His messengers mainly to assert His Unity. Prophet Noah said 'I have been commanded to be of those who have submitted themselves to God' (Chapter 10:72).  

Prophet Abraham said, 'I have surrendered to the Lord and Cherisher of the Universe' (Chapter 2:131). 

Prophet Joseph addressed God saying, 'Thou art my Lord and Protector in the world and the Hereafter. Make me die submissive unto Thee and join me with the Righteous' (Chapter 12:101).  

Prophet Moses addressed his people saying: 'O my people! If indeed ye believe in God, then in Him put your trust, if you have (truly) surrendered yourselves to Him' (Chapter 10: 84).  

When Prophet Jesus said to his disciples, 'Who will be my helpers in the cause of God?' The disciples replied, "We are God's helpers. We believe in God, and do thou bear witness that we have surrendered unto Him' (Chapter 3: 52).  

This ‘surrender’, ‘submission’ is the act which is called Islam, so all those who believe in ‘Thy Will be done” (from the Lord’s prayer) are/were Muslims.  This Self Surrender is the verb Islam  which is the origin of the Noun Islam.  Anything other than this self surrender is not acceptable (3:85).

God bestowed Prophet Mohammed with the religion complementing those of the aforesaid prophets; and to this effect, He addressed him saying: "Behold, We have sent thee inspiration just as We sent it to Noah and the all the messengers after him; as We sent inspiration to Abraham, Ishmael,  Isaac, and Jacob, and their  Tribes, including Jesus, & Job, & Jonah, & Aaron and Solomon and to David We imparted the Psalms.  Of some apostles, whom We have already mentioned thee the story; of others, We have not. And to Moses God spoke directly.  Apostles as heralds of glad tidings and as warners so that, after the coming of these apostles, mankind should have no excuse before God; for God is ever Exalted in power and Wise~. (Chapter 4: 163-165).

There are also verses in the Quran, proclaiming that we are NOT supposed to make distinctions between the Prophets. 2:285, 3:84, to quote just a couple.   It is always good to come together and remind ourselves of these  "Points of Contact" because this is how we learn from and about one another. 

Being a Women's Organization, I shall also give some attention to the God-given rights for women and "The Role of Women in Islam".  

In pre-Islamic society, women were treated as a commodity and even marketed as one. Society was harsh on females, (not that it has changed very much since then),  to the extent, that new born girls were buried alive.  Islam forbade this practice and proclaimed the genders equal. Whether this is practised? This would be a whole new topic.

In the sight of God, men and women are EQUAL. Chapter 3:verse 195 proclaims: "I shall not lose sight of the labour of any of you who labours in My way, be it man or woman. Each of you is equal to the other". 

References to men and women (in the Quran) are through attributes and deeds by which they will be judged.  On the day of judgement, each of us will be responsible for our actions. Chapter 4 :124 says: "If any do deeds of righteousness, be they male or female, and have faith, they will enter Heaven, and not the least injustice will be done to them" 

Islam liberated women by giving them rights not enjoyed by them previously (like the rights of ownership, inheritance, keeping their Maiden name etc.).  Believing Men & women are considered 'equal' partners who are expected by God to "Be protectors of one another, who enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong" (Chapter 9: verse 71). So, women were recognized in the time of Prophet Muhammad and did not have to wait until the 20th century to get their rights.

The importance of a strong family as the major building block of a strong society is clearly expressed in Islam.  The family unit solidifies mutual respect, understanding & compassion within the family which further extends to the community at large.  

Unfortunately over time, these principles have eroded. They have been modified to suit political agendas, thus presenting Muslims with laws that hardly resemble the original Islamic ideals, as mentioned in the Quran and practiced by Prophet Muhammad himself (peace be upon him).  

The question of the 'veil' has always been in the forefront for many Western writers,  but the Quran treats it within the limits of morality and decency. Chapter 24: verses 30 & 31 make it plain that both men and women have to be modest. 

God instructs believing men and women to 'lower their gaze' so as not to let it arouse their desires.  This does not mean that one should lower the head, without looking at people. God only requests one's gaze be lowered, without letting it fix continually on a sight that arouses desires' in the opposite sex with whom you have no marital relationship. 

Finally, I would like to leave you with one of my favourite Quranic quote, “O men! Behold, We have created you all out of a male and a female, and have made you into Nations and Tribes, so that you might come to know one another. Verily, the noblest of you in the sight of God is the one who is most deeply conscious of Him. Behold, God is all-knowing, all-aware. (49:13)     Mr. Chairman
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